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Here are two principal ends of the Worſhip of God, 
The Glory of him that is Worſhipped, and the Benefit of the * Credendum 


worſhippers, And theſe two are ſo inſeparably united, 7m 


that St. Augaſtine ®* reduceth both to one, affuring us that all the Dens bomini 
advantage accrues to us. But whether we look on them fingle or prodeſſe non 
conjoined, no part of Divine Worſhip doth ſo much expreſs and _ = 
advance God's glory, nor ſo directly tend to Man's good as .,,. ,, ' 
Publick Prayer z in which we make the moſt univerſal ſolemn ac- > pablica ef 


knowledgments of our Obligations unto, and ependence upon, nb &Com- 


the Supreme Lord of all the World ; and by which all the Ser- 748i Orario, | 


vants. of God in all times, places and circumſtances, do with _ _ 


one heart and voice, o common conſent Þ reveal their wants, uno, ſed pro to- 
and obtain ſupplies for them. - So that we may call this the Life !9 ppm ora- 
and Soul of Religion, the Anima 24undi, that univerſal Soul whic prog. 
quickens, unites and moves the whole Chriſtian World. Nor mn fumus. 
is the caſe of a private man more I when he breaths no Cyprian. 

| more 
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A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
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ſrequeriting the Common-Prayer. 
under the (4d effects thereof, paſſionately wiſhing a ſpeedy reme- 
the Offenders grovv bold by. their numbers, and hardned by 


this evil euſtome; vll they now deſpiſe a-reproof, atid deny-this'. 
Nelogence: tobe 2 fin, ' becauſe they haveno mind-to aeobrog | 


Burt theſe are of two kinds: :- To OI LESY 

7. Thoſe that make their buſineſs. their Apology, and ſuppoſe 
it is unreaſonable to expe them every day at Common-Prayer, 
and judge it ſufhicient to. fay they cannot come, 


+. Thoſe which'have-leaned- io-deſpif or chance the: Prayers. 


of the Church, and-to:ſcorn that which their. Fore-fathers (ge- 
nerally better than they.) did heartily ſerve God by z who ac- 
count it their Vertue to abſtain from them, and having ſuffici- 
ently undervalued theſe Devotions ſtampt by publick Authority, 
imagine they may ſay innocently enough, they will not come ; 
and if to diſparage the Rule did take oft our Obligation to walk 
by it, then thefe Scorners were the leaſt of {inners. - But neither 
the excuſes of the one (hall cover his Covetouſneſs and Irreligion, 
nor the confidence of the other ſhelter his Pride at the laſt and 
dreadfull day. So that I ſuppoſe it may be a friendly office, and 
will be fo accepted, to warn all ſuch of the unſafe grounds they 
relie upon, in their forbearing publick Prayers. And:this I thall 
doe by reprefenting with all Moderation, 1. The Reaſonablene(s 
of our being preſent at daily Prayers, to thoſe who ſay they can- 
not. 2. The Excellency of the Liturgy, to thoſe who ſay they 
will not come. And this I am obliged to doe, to ſmooth the way 
to the Temple : For in vain do we ſhew how men may be devour 
there, if they excuſe or deny-coming thither. And we muſt not 
{o confine our Charity to y within the Walls, as to forget 
thoſe without. We love tH# one beſt, but we muſt pity the 
other alſo, and endeavour to deliver their Souls from living in a 
conſtant Sin, which they miſcall Innocence. I know I oppoſe a 
Torrent ; but as long as Men have Reaſon, I ſhall hope ſuch as 
will conſider may either be convinced, or rendred more mode- 
rate. However this will confirm thoſe that are -of the true 
Church, and it is ſomething with me to ſerve ſuch. 


1. We ſhall demonſtrate the reaſonableneſs of the daily atten- * won etenim 
dance on Pablick Prayers ; and that principally from the univerſal penitus vans 
Reafon of all the World, and the concurrent praRtice and con- 9f /ententie | 
fent.* of all Mankind, which agrees in this, that whereſoever. gym cele- | 
they own a God true or falſe, they dl perform ſome Worſhip bran--- 

1 2 
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4 4 Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
! Micah iv. v. 9. 5 tohim!. The v Heathens, beſide their 
= "E297 migy Ops p Hans y private Requeſts os Vows, made p ticular 
woes TALTG, En 49 7% Addreſſes to their Temples ® in all their great 
#' L-Scipio ni magnion aggreſſus- CONCerns ® and yet abſtained not from che dai- 
eſt niſi prixs aſcenſ» Capitolio Vew ]y Sacrifices, nor from the frequent Feſtival 
ibi venergtus effct. Liv. 1. 25. of tl — _ in egypt (as _ 
relates) t iſed thei with Hymns three or four 
* L.de abſtin. aA _ "Ihe —_ are called to their Houſes of Pray: 
458. er five times every day, and fix times upon the i and he 
| char notoriouſly abſents himſelf, is puniſhed with iſprace and 
hath a Fine ſer upon him. And if our Saviour think ir reaſo- 
» Matt, s. nable we ſhould doe ſomething more ?, how dare we call it un- 
v.4)- reaſonable, when we are not injoined to doe ſo much as they > 
Ti ew 3 Bur to go on, who knows not that the fews had ſer hours of 
2 A&. iii. z. Prayers, when all devout people (even —_ $ AY) Went 
ro the Temple or Synagogues to offer up publick Supplications ? 
And theſe hours are obſerved among them exactly to this very 
day. One inſtance of their ſtri&neſs in this Particular we learn 
from the Talmnd; where it appears that becauſe of the diſtance 
* Talm.Traft, of the Temple, and the impoſlibility of attendance on the daily 
Tabanaiot. & Sacrifice, thoſe who could not come hired certain devout Men 
ap. Perum who were called [viri tations] the men of appearance, to pre- 
R614 ſent themſelves daily thete, and put up Petitions for them 7. 
Hebrewam, And the Pharifees not onely obſerved the uſual hours of Prayer, 
* Matt. v. but doubled them, and zealouſly kept them all. Now Jeſus tells 
* *Fh-q y 0s, Our righteouſneſs muſt exceed theirs, if ever we hope to en- 
15. Gr. © terinto his Kingdom Which Precepr'of his, ſome of us could 
<Nainus almoſt afford to call an intolerablgburthen, for we call a ſmaller 
ſc. ut mello die rmatter by a worſe name. To pa n to the Chriſtian Church. 
mrermitan- We have ag expreſs Command, to pray without ceaſing *, that 
_d Orang is without omitting the”fert times which every day return, and 
Auguſt. ought to be obſerved. ; : 
| In obedience hereunto the Church in the Apoſtles time, met 
” ARtsii. 46. at daily Prayers * 5 and fo did the Primitive Chriſtians for many 
* Injunits Apes after *, who had their Liturgy, Excharift and Hymns, even 
= 1 fl in the night when perſecution prevented them in the day. And 
rerque. inter- ſurely their zeal and fervour is a huge reproach to our floth, who 
din nougue yet call our ſelves of the ſame Religion, and are fo far from ven- 
my Fd curing lives and eſtates to enjoy opportunities of Devotions; that 
# Gelb. we will not leave our ſhop nor our company , nay, our _ 


V. 17. Gr. 
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frequenting the Common' Prayer. 
idleneſs half an hour, for a freer and' more eafie Worſhip than 
they could enjoy. Surely we are as unlike them in Practice, as 
we are like in Natne-and Profeſſion. © Twice! a day was not 
enough for them, wherefore they appointed: (in the days of 
Martyrdom) three ſet times in every day for Prayer ; Nine, 


Twelve, and Three in the Aﬀeernoon ?, and 


'punAually obſerved them. Afterwards, in 


more quiet times, it was wonderfull to be- 
hold.the orderly performance of orning'and 
Evening Prayer * in huge Aſſemblies of Men 
and Vion 2 who failed not of their con- 
ſtant attendance. Theſe are the Men and 
Times whoſe Principles we are reformed by, 
but I wiſh that corrupted Church who forced 
us to a Separation, do not prove more con- 
formable to the outward part of their Practice 
in a due obſervance of publick. Prayer, than 
we who have more Knowledge, better Pray- 


.Y In orationibus celebrandis in- 


venimus obſervaſſe horam tertiam, 
ſextam ty nbnam, Sacramento ſcil. 
Trintatis. D."GCypr. de Orat. Dom- 
Tizes Gees Terlds Sryepuny 
eUYs, ws Teirin Ghrs of Enalwy to 
ery2TWwe. Clem. Alex. Strom. l. 9. 

* Tom i2:0 of jury mes ugh) 
bxgo lv nuteay Hem £00492 Th 
; @c94. Chryl. in 1 Tim. cap. 2. 

* Cujuſvis etaths yiri ac feming, 
totis anmi viribus hilarique mente 
precando (F gratis agendo Dewn 
bonorum autorem wvenerabantur. Eu- 


ſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. I. 10. Cc. 3+ 


ers, fewer Excuſes, and yet leſs Devotion. Wherefoge let us 
no more complain of our own Church for expecting us at daily 
Prayers. Let us rather challenge all Nations and People for 
fools, and declare it unreaſonable, that we ſhould have any God 
at all, or let him have any of our time, though he give us all 
we have. Let us tell the World, we are ſelf-ſufficient for the 
Conduct and Defence of our ſelves and our Aﬀairs, and then 
we ſhall diſcover our ſelves what we are : We muſt not feign- 
our:ſelvestoo bufie ; for we do lay aſide our buſineſs daily. Þr 
caules leſs weighty, and advantages more inconſiderable. If Va- 
nity or Luſt, Sathan or his Emiſlaries call, we can find Leiſure ; 
and why not when God calls? unleſs we think all that time loſt 
which is ſpent upon his ſervice, or as if we needed not his bleſ- 
ſing. In ſhort, If unavoidable buſineſs did hinder us and nothing 
elſe, many men might come always, and all ſometimes, and eve- 
ry day an hundred for one that now comes. Wherefore it is 
Sloth and Covetouſne(s, or Atheiſm and Trreligion keeps us 
away. And if fo, what ſignifte thoſe pretences of praying at 


home (which _—_ to be done too?) Verily no more than thoſe. 


of the idle School-boy who ſeeks a Corner not to learn, but play 
in without diſturbance. And truly it is to be doubted that con- 
Rant neglecters of Publick Prayers, uſe ſeldom and ſlight Devo- 


tONS: 


A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 
'tions in Privare, for they may.make the ſame Obje&ions againſt 
them, Firally, Therefore-da but remember Conſt 
_ of this is to be tried ara higher Tribunal, -and-come.25 often-as 

God can in reaſon expe to meet you-there, and 1; (hall ask-no 


. more 


2, To the reaſonableneſt of the Churches Injunftion we. ma 
add, the excelency of that Proviſion which is tnade for, you, which 
ought to invite:you to come, and will be ar: aggravation of your 
neglect. Bur here I muſt not'expatiate into the particular Enco- 
minm which every part of the Litmgy deſerves: That would 
make the Porch larger than the Houſe, and-may better be ſeen 
in the following Diſcourſe : Onely at preſent we may fay this of 
it in general, that though all Churches in the World have andever 
had Forms of Prayer 3 yer none was ever bleſſed with ſo com- 
prehenſive, fo exact, and-{o inoffenſive-a Compolure 3* Which: 
IS {© judiciouſly contrived that the wiſeſt may exerciſe at once their 
Knowledge and Devotion 3 and-yet fo plain, that the moſt igno- 
rant may pray with Underſtanding : So f#l, that nothing is omit- 
ted that iS fit to be agked in” publick.3 and fo particwlar, that it 
compriſes moſt things which we would pray for in private z and 
yet {o; /2o7t, as not; to tite any that have true Devotion. -Its 
DoFrine is pure and Primitive 3 its Ceremonies fo few and Inno- 
cent, that moſt of the Chriſtian World agree in them ; its Ae- 
thod is exact and natural ;-its Langage is (ignificant and perſpicu- 
ous; moſt of the Words and Phraies being taken our of Holy 
ipture, and: the reſt» are the exprefſions. of the firſt and beſt 
ges-;! (0. that whoever takes 'exceptions at theſe muſt quarrel 
with the Language of the Holy Ghoſt, or fall out with the 
Church in her greateſt Innocence. Indeed, the preateſt part of 
theſe Prayers are primitive, or'a fecond Edition of the moſt an- 
cient Liturgies of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches corrected 
and amended. And in the opinion of the moſt 


b Certum mibi eft AcT*p1y42s An- 
glicanam, item morem imponend! ma- 
ns adoleſcentibus in memoriam ba- 
ptiſmi, Autoritatem Epiſcoporum , 
Presbyteria ex ſolis paſtoribus com- 
pofita, multaque alia. ejuſmodi ſatis 


congruere inſtitutis. vetuſtoris Ecdle- 
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fie: a quibua in G CO Belero 


receſſum negare non pgſſuinus. Grot. 
Epiſt. ad Boct. | 


impartial and excellent Grotizs Þ, (who was no 
Member of, nor had any Obligation to this 
Church) the Engli/h Liturgy comes ſo near that 
Pattern, that none of the Reformed. Churches 
can compare with it. And if any thing, Ex- 
ternal be needfull 'to recommend..that which 
is ſo glorions within : We may add, That the 
Compoſers were all men of great Piety and Lear: 

ning : 


frequentingithe:Common' Prayer. 
ning: Fer they were all either artyrs or Coxfeſſors upon the Re- 
ficution of Popery; 'which, as ic declares their Piety, ſo the Ju- 
dicious Digeſtng of theſe Prayers doth evidence their Learning ; 
for therein a Scholar can diſcern cloſe Logick, pleaſing Rheto- 
rick,” pure ' Divinity, 'and the very Marrow of all the Ancient 
Dodrine and Diſciplines and yer all made fo familiar, that-the 


unlearned may ſafely fay, Amen'<. Laſtly, all theſe Excellencies « 1 Cor. xiv. 
have obtained that univerſal Reputation, which 'theſe Prayers en- 16: 

- joy in all the World, ſo that they are deſervedly admired by the 
Eaſtern Churches; and'/bad'in great eſteem by'the moſt eminent -- 
Proteſtants beyond the Seas ( the moſt impartial Judges.) ' In 4 See D. Du- 
fine, this Litzrey is honoured by all, but the Rowanif; whoſe in- f*! ps 
end it oypolaenh, and ſome Diſſenters, whoſe prejudices will not 7 '** #727: 
- ler them 


ee its luſtre 3; whence it is they call that (which Papiſts 
hate becauſe it is Proteſtant). Superſtitious and Popiſh , and 
though they count it Rezaan; condemn it without a hearing. Bur 
when we remember, the beſt things in a:bad world have moſt 
Enemies (as it doth: not leſſen its worth, ſo) it muſt not abate 
our eſteem, chat it hath malitious or miſguided Adverſaries; 
who for all this hold the Concluſion, and obſtinately reſolye 
they. will not:come. © |. Ge 202 HIOTOIH "IM 
How endleſs and unprofitable it is to diſpnte-with th&e, the 
little ſucceſs of the bett arguments managed by the wiſeſt Men 
do too ſadly teſtifie. Wherefore I ſhall decline that, and at- 
cempt to. convince the Enemies, by affiſting the Friends of our 
Church-Devotions. ' And by drawing that veil which the igno- 
rance-and*indevotion:of fone, ;atid the paſſion and prejudice of 
others have caſt 'over them; I ſhall repreſent the Liturgy in its 


true and native luſtre, which''is ſo lovely and raviſhing, that, 


like che pureſt Beauties, ir needs no ſupplement of Art and 
Dreſſing, but conquers by its own attractives, and wins the af- 


fections of all buc thoſe that:do nor ſee it- clearly *. This will © 1znorant guz 
be ſufficient, T am ſure, to -ſhew that whoever deſires no more 797 4mm 


than to worſhip God: with zeal and knowledge, fpirit and truth, 
purity and ſincerity, may doe it by theſe devout Forms 3 ſo that 
I ſhould have concluded here my Preface (when I had given a 
more particular acconnt of this undertaking) but that I muſt firſt 
examine an ObjeRion ot-two,: which are like a Skin over the 
eyes of ſome, and,''be the' Piture fiever {o full of graces, will 
ſpoil the Proſpe&, if they be not'removed. mm 

ject. 1. 


A Diſcourſe conterning the daily 


Obje&. 1. 7+ is ſaid to be a Form, and therefore 4 hindrance to 
 wealoua praying by the ſpirit, 


Anſw, Whoever makes this ObjeCtion, and affirms we can- 

not-pray by the Spirit in the words of a-Form, muſt beware his 

Ignorance betray him not into a dangerous uncharitableneſs, and 

| *-2ap 6 (4 rhaps blaſphemy. For the Saints of the Old Teſtament * prayed 
\ Ezra 11, DY Forms, and ſo did Chrift himſelf in the New, and he taughr 
Dan. ix. 1. his Apoſtles a. Form tO pray by, and dare any fay. they prayed 

z Matt, xxvi. not by the Spirit > Have not all Churches, fince the Apoltles 
44 times to our days had their Forms of Prayer > And did not the 
devouteſt men of all Ages compoſe and uſe ſuch > Was ever 
Extempoxe Prayer heard of in Publick (till of late) unleſs on ſpe- 
cial occaſions 3 and do we think no Church nor no Perſons 
prayed by the Spirit, till now > To-come nearer ſtill : Have 
not France and Geneva their Forms ? And did not learned Calvin 
(and the beſt reformed Divines) uſe a Form before their Ser- 
mons ? And is not an unſtudied Prayer a Form to the People, 
who are confined to pray in the Speaker's words? And will you 
ſay theſe all pray without the Spirit of God ? But ſure we hug the 
Phraf@of Pray: þ ths S$piric, not attending the Senſe, - For the 
meaning doubtleſs is, to be fo aflifted by the Holy Ghoſt, that 
(our Thoughts being compoſed, and our Souls calmed, and our 
Hearts deeply affefted with our Wants, and the Divine All- 
- ſufficiency) we can piay with a ſtrong Faith, and a fervent 
Love: When we are fo intent upon our Requeſts that we duly 
weigh them, and purſue every Petitjon with preſſing Importu- 
nity, atdent Deſires, and vigorous Aﬀections, this is the Spirit 
of Prayer, And thus we may better pray by the Spirit in the 
words of a Form, than we can-do, when our Mind is imployed 
in inventing new expreſſions. For having a Form (which cu- 
ſtome hath made familiar) we have all things ſet down to our 
Hands which we or others want z and we are at leiſure to im- 
rove the good Motions of the Spirit z having no more to doe 
ut eojoin our Souls and Aﬀections to every Petition, and fol- 
low them up to Heaven in moſt paſſionate and zealous wiſhes 
that God would:grant them : Whereas in Extempire Prayer the 
Petitions expire into Air in a moment, for neither Miniſter nor 
People knew them before, nor can remember them mT" ; 
the 
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frequenting the Common Prayer, 
the one being buſie in inventing, the others in ing 2 plea- 
fing novelty, And methinks ir more of the $S ne of 
God, when we can attend the old Prayers with Zeal So 'C, 
than when we variety and novel Expreſſions, to skrew us 
up into a Devotion too much like Arrtifice, and ſeeming rather 
ro be moved by the pleaſure of the Fancy, than the actings of 
Deſire. We may judge of the effeas of God's Spirit rather by - 
diſpoſing our Hearts to join in a well-compoſed Form, than by 
filling our Heads with new Prayers, or opening our Mouths in 
fluent Exprefſionsz both which may be done without che help of 
the Spirit, but to be devour without it is moſt impoſſible. To 
which we ſhall onely add, that many truly good men, and ſound 
Members of our Church, do daily uſe theſe Prayers with as 
much Spirit and Life, with as ſerious and ſincere Devotion, as 
any in the World can doe. And this my account a-demonſtra- 
tion thar the Spirit doth affiſt them in this' Form. And it 
may affiſt theſe miſtaken Perſons if they will lay down their 
oundle(s prejudice, and ſtrive to ſerve God thus as well as 
they can. & would the good Spirit affiſt their Prayers, and 2 1mm 
make up our differences ®, giving us one Mind and one Spirit, j,.. quere p+- 
that with one Heart and one Mouth we -might- glorifie one ref cum cur 


quo nam ad 
Deum voce 


Obje&. 2. But it is farther urged, That theſe Prayers, though _ m_ 
good in themſetves, will grow flat and nauſeous by daily wſe *, and ' Vilia ſunt 
conſequently become an impediment to Devotion, nobis 9 


We come to God in Publick, to 
own general Neceflities, and thoſe of the whole Church, wiz. 
for Pardon of Sin, Peace of Conſcience and Siccours of Divine 
Grace, and a Deliverance from Sin and Sathan, Death and 
Hell : as alſo for Food and Raiment, Health and Strength, Pro- 
tection and Succeſs in all our concerns z and more generally for 
the Peace of the Kingdom, the Proſperity of the Charch, the 
Propagation of the Goſpel, and the Succeſs of its Miniſters. 
Now theſe things -are always needfull, and -always che ſame, 
to be prayed for every day alike. Wierenal (unleGs we be fo 


VAIK 


A Difcouwſe: concerning the daily 


vain 25 to fanſie God is delighted with Varirty and Chawpe as well 
as we} what need is there to alter che Phrafe every day, or 
what efficacy can a new model give to- our old Requeſts ? - Par- 
ticular wants and fingle- Caſes ,muſt be: ſupplied by the Cloſer 
devotions; for the Publick;. whether.by -Form.or Extempore, Can 
never reach .all thoſe which are ſo- namerous' and- variable. 
Wherefore one Form may fit all that ought to be asked in the 
Church ; and why then ſhould we, deſire a needkefs and infinite 
Variety and, Alteration > If we do, it is ont * Quriolity,. not 
Neceſlizy.; - 'The pogr man. is moſt healthiull whoſe Labour pro- 
cures him both Appetite and Digeſtion, 'who- ldam- hangech 
his Diſh, yer finds a Relith in it, and a new. Str from it 
every day : And fo it is with the ſober and induſtrious Chriſti- 
an, who, buſying himſelf in ſerving God, gets daily a new ſenſe 
of his Wants, and coaſequently.a freſh Stomach. to theſe. Holy 
Forms, which are never flat or dull w-him; that-brings-new. At- 
feions to them every day. It is the Epitwe-and luxurious, -the 
crammed lazy wanton, or the diſeaſed Man that need | quien 
choſes, Or Saaces, to make this daily bread deſirable. - And if this 


be our Temper, -it is 2 {ign of @ diſeaſed Sou];;and: an effect of | 
our ſurfeiting on Holy Things. In this we reſemble thoſe 14r- 


murers (Numb. x1. 6.) who deſpiſed the bread of Heaven - Fauſe 

they had it daih, and loathed 2a» it ſelf, calling it in ſcorn 

| _ ary Meat, - This was ſufficient to ſuſtain their Bodies, and ſarisfie 

* PlallxxviHi cheir Hunger, bur they required. Adeer. for their. Soul %, that is, 
[3%; 8,1 fo feed their Fancies.and their Zufc3,gven as we do, for whom 
LEN x 4: the Church hath provided Prayers ſuthcient to expreſs our needs, 
xa; a9. but not to: ſatiate. out wanton Fancies, -aQr Sane nhehuſt of 
our Curiolity z and we complain they. are')in(ipid;z, ſo perhaps 

* & they wh) 0p oe why Alanna io tO [Ron ; but 

' Wiſed. xi. it ſuited-it (elf-t0 ppetice ang Tafte of every g n, 
a: & fagis (}e Jews. tell s-in; their Tradidions!. Sure. 1 am. it-is xrue 


11. Num here> For if. we be carious 29dproud.; Gr;caraal ang-,profanc, 


there is ao guſt in the Cormor-Proeres, but a truly pious Man 
can every day here exerciſe Repentance and: Faith, Love and 
Deſoe,. 2nd i. ule thern as. 46. obtain fret Hapes of Mercy, 


eace. of: Conſtience, Iacreafe of Grace, and Expectations of 
Corp, nnd whoever ges.9t this the Els at la abe Pray 
ers, but in the indifpolition'of hi rc 


If 
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frequenting the Common Prayer. Th 
" Kaltthis will ondeceive any, and take away: their prejudice, 
ſo that they irnay ſee clearly we 6 they 'cannor but hve, i they 
did bebold'; I hall: chink' niy' pains well/beſtowed : If nor, it 
appears they are'refolved to believe as they'do; and I amnteſol. 
' ved alſo not to imicare'them' ſo far,” ts'to' 7 5 047 277 
2buſe my Adverſaries ® with ſtrenuous revi- = Non znceſſimus adverſarios can- 
tings 3. —— op gt me to uw & fowl . iow aldgus 
ive a true and lovely Character of my own. atem maledifti 4 
|  -Devorions, than an odious, though deſerved Grez, Nr. 
one, of others.. Onely let'thoſe that delight 
| in making ObjeRions againſt Forms know, that we can eaſily 
| recriminate, and charge Zxrempore Prayers with Novelty, Confw- , 
fion, Irreverence, Vain-glory, which can ſcarce be demied, and many *%-— ni 
other Inconveniences, that will hardly be excuſed. But this were lis mala lip- 
to perpetuate a 8 pi 5 and had not been mentioned here, but 2 fnundZs, 
to teachithoſe to be modeſt in their Cenſures ® who are not © "2 ami- 
free from all Exceptions 3 nay, liable to infinitely more than can Jun 9? 
be juſtly charged upon us. acutum 2 
Bat having thns cleared che way to all indifferent and diſin- 
tereſted Perſons, it is time to ſpeak briefly of the Deſign of the 
following Diſcoxrſe 3 which is to make it evident that our Ex- 
cellent Prayers do deferve all poſſible Love and Eſteem, and 
contain in them a rich Treaſury of all that can make our Devo- 
tion lively and uſefull. And if we be affiſted by God's Spiric, 
-and corne deſirous to pray. with Zeal and Sincerity; here is 
(ith calfing in any pd = Gat - Heaves) 4 curious Or, 
clear Method, fignificant Phraſes, and ſtrong Argymenrs to quicken 
our Aﬀections, and enlarge our Souls in holy and fervent With- 
&, Deſires and Meditations, which is the Prayer of the Inward 
Man, the Life and Soul of this Duty. All which we teach men 
to doe by giving a natural and facil Ava/fr of-che Method, and 
by making plain and practical Obſervations on the Parts, together - 
with a literal Paraphraſe of the Whole. . By 'which none: can 
imagine I ſhould give a borrowed luſtre to the Prayers, which 
they had not of cheir own : For I onely prove they had it be- 
fore, and I find all in them, that I obſerve from chem; which 
I hope will be Þo plain, that all men will ſee the inference, and 
be able in their own Devotions to find out much more. Now 
in this Eſſay I ſhall hope to ſerve three ſorts of Perſons. 


B 2 z, The 


*. 


A Diſcourſe concerning the daily 

1. The Iewrane, who may be inſtructed hereby to pr with 

a#nderſt«nding, Not that we ſuppoſe theſe Offices ſo obſcure as 

FegaS.-y, cdbans (for ing can be more plainly expreſſed, 

nor is it poſſible to invent words more univerſally underſtood) 

but many that underſtand-che Senſe of the Words, have not Are 

| _—_ co difcern the Order, Method and: Connexion of the Prayers, 

' nor skill to find out the Te pa that preſs every Requeſt; or 

the places of Scripture which furniſh theſe Devotions with- ſig- 

nificant Phraſes, nor Judgment to deſcribe what diſpoſition of 

Soul doth ſuit the ſeveral parts of -them.' And if we conſider, 

that the greateſt number are ſuch, we ſhall think it ſeaſonable to 

help chem with a plain and eaſie Explicatios, Beſides, there are 

many (in other rhings) knowing Perſons, who, rather for want 

of Conſideration than Judgment, never took notice of the na- 

eural dependences of theſe Prayers, nor the true and full import 

of the Expreffions, nor of the Graces'to be exerciſed in the e- 

* Nin tibi de» Veral Parts, becauſe they onely attended the words, but took 

 putatur ad mn care to expatiate into holy Meditations. And if the former 

_ | ang need a. 4after, theſe want a Monitor, leſt they. offend in a worſe 

pas ed quod kind *:: For Negligence is worſe than ſimple Ignorance. But, 

negligis que- T, hope, though all that is here be obvious, yer ſomething will 

rere quod i> he found which either was not known or not obſerved before, 

ems A'S and thoſe things alſo ſuch 2s may elevate the Aﬀections, and 
L 3c. 19, Make the Prayers more pleaſing and more profitable. 

| 2: The Devont Servants of God, and Obedient Sons of the Church, 

whoſe care it is to pray daily in the Publick, and whoſe Deltre 

and Endeavour is to doe it well. Might I be a Nethenim to hew 

wood and. prepare fuel for the Altars of their Hearts, I ſhould 

rejoice 3 and it hath been my Care to ſuggeſt not always the 

moſt Critical, but the moſt Practical Senſe, which moſt dire- 

ly tended to help Devotion, for theſe Mens fakez who no doube 

have in their own Hearts made many of theſe Obſervations be- 

| fore, and I hope they will like them no worſe, for I (hall like 

them better, in hopes the ſame Spirit direted me and thew. 

But I hope that what I have done will (beſides its preſent affi- 

ſence) Fa eſt a way to all devout Souls for making pathetical 

and pious gements, more and better than are to be found 

heres that ſo our daily Offices wars fall of Life and Pleaſure ; 

and every day court us with new Delights. And I muſt affirm, 

Ehave rather opened the top than ſearched the bottom of = : 

TICTI. 
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frequenting the Common Prdjer. 
Mine. Doc en Figs had node 0 r Dev, 
—_— ys; wats. cen Tru 0: ome 


thaw the: DING of.the- 
mga —_ _—_— he eres Or , ords or: Senſe; 


bt we elchet flowy or tired, "ths Gihonoat of Gas the dil- 
comfort of the Afinifter.? and; the ruine: of | 

own Souls, How happy ſhould: we be, | *. Pavci. mecum ſunt in oratione, 
if by my Endeavours aadiyour Examples, we b, 2 br "of cone of lore 
awaken ſuch into a Senſe of their Duty z that . poo rx hinrne canter verfin = 
theſe excellent Prayers might every where be - Sy car ab. Ec:lefia, velut & 
Gid with an excellent Spirit, for the bevel: carcere ab orationis neceſſitate libe- 


of paeryiculars, and the. good of the whole 42"%+ Ball: Cine te de frv. 
3. The miſtaken Diſfemers : Who hereby oy __s convinced 


and perhaps perſuaded) + that we can pray by this Form with * q hs : 


as much Zeal and more Knowledge, with as much Spirit and more ,, 
Trath, than by any other kind of Prayer. And then it muſt 7.7; Hicrces 
appear, that this Fenerable S—_ hath been IM repreſented by 
ſuch, who would not have it ſeen truly, leſt | 
it ſhould be loved really *. Bur if they are , * Credunt de nobis que non pro- 
ſo much their own Maſters, as that they dare pry” 3 Ton inquiri ne probentyr; 
to reade the Prayers ſeriouſly, and view this _ os inciptunt homines odiſſs 
little Book with as much Charity as it was am aſs, ne cog ne cognitos aut imitari 
written with, I ſhall hope either for their Fine ant damnari non poſſint. Cy- 
Company at Prayers, or at leaſt to-eſcape their P13: de Job Vans 
Cenſures for going thither. For unleſs they be fooliſhly obſti- 
nate they muſt either = _ or —_ o_ them. If | 
would love them, and pray with us, we ſhall be friends; and if 
. onely the ſecond be obtained, we ſhall be quiet and even that is 

defruble. Thee theſe are the defigns whih bona anti 
raged this Undertaking, the Awthwrs own Con "och doth te- 
ſKifiez and he hopes even thoſe who a mw not the Means; 
muſt confeſs the End of this work is good. And if it be ſaccels 
full in any of theſe kinds, he will not repent his pains. If in 
none, he is not the firſt that hath failed of accompliſhing good 


intentions. However he will have ſatisfacti- 
on in the- Peace of a good Conſcience f and may * 2 Cor. i. 12. 


ſay with that noble Raman *, if the Surceſr a= 7. $i ſquats" fuvvit"que Hebult 
fwers his Sincerity, it muſt be p canſe of univerſal rx he: _— cent Brw 


To; if mt, he can rejoxee in his cordial Intentions tus ap. C 


80 on 
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te focJued. For the Cenfures.of farions Zeulrs,/ or ox 
_ of profane Jirwerls, 


Reverend 
miſs rom the Dodrine 2nd Diſcipline now eſtabliſhed 3 for 


| | ooo Þld Þ 


4- Diſtourſe: conterniing; the daith 


neithiem; heing\ane 

T9 Si Rater ar aradyPiety: 2: Fri onang fog 
mbly;ſubrait/eheſd Pages to rhe Judicidus many oy 
s of the Charch, deſiring nothing nuiy be ſaid which 


herdoch'notival 


e and againſt his 
bag wich a 


Firſt, To my Brethren of the FFTY os th will reade cheſs 
Prayers ſo frequenth, that ſuch as have leiſure may never want 
opportunity thus to ſerve God z; and ſo fervemthy, that thoſe who 
do attend them, may be brought into an hig "eſteem of _ 


it do, it $5 withour the Anthoure Knowl 
"And now. "Tis time: toC0 


It was a great end of God's inſtituting the Prieſt's Office, arg] 


principal motive-to our pious Anceſtours in their liberal Provid 


'» Canoner Re Ons for it 7; That there might-be an Order of: Men on purpoſe 


| [. 
 KMLIV. ad. 


to Pray daily for all Mankind, eſpecially for ſuch as could not 
daily attend- Divine Service : 'So that if we negle& this daily Sacrs- 


| Concil, 2 a we | anſwer the Deſigns of God, nor of our Benefac- 


$5 oo 


nd as we are not by, ſo we ought not to be diſ- 

coura _ at the Peoples flowneſs in coming to daily Projere, for 

ir Preſence is indeed a Comfort to us, and an Advantage to 
themſelves, bur cheir Abſence doth not hinder the Succeſs, nor 

ſhould it obſtruct the Performance of our Prazers. The Promiſe 


of Feſis is made to two or three z, and fince our Petitions are di- 
rected to God, we need not my, 9 who is cars ſo long as he 


is preſent to whom we ſpeak : For he accepts-our mo _— 
by the Number, but the Sincerity of thoſe that make 

our Congregation therefore be great or ſmall, it-is our _ to 
reade theſe Prayers daily : And every day to doe it with ſuch 
Fervency and Reverence, as may declare that our Aﬀections keep 
pace with-our Words, while we are preſenting ſo excellent Re- 


dp to ſo infinite a Majeſty, upon fo weighty Occafions : 


nd alſo we muſt recite them with ſuch Gravity and Deliberation, 
as may affard ſufficient time both op our 4 and our People 
to confi der every Petition, and preſs it-with devout Aﬀections, 


' and atholy1 , which is the Le of 
.®:Curn-Onatic Down, Inc wierfernr ad if amp with theſ de comprehen(i Ive 


Lay ec argements, it is 
-D. Bern.in Gantie Ser. norkr wane of naerin he Oftes (1 ane 


HY: 248 OTE. Prager *':. 
> Ender rſs of Forms without fach 


demon- 


Soni the Common. bog 
demonſtrated) but for want; ch Dennadiiindioen 
Hearts. Tis.nely ſuch as have no true ſenſe of Piety who lay 
the Litmrgy wi thout AﬀeRion z_and. I am yery confident the 
Twee c and haſty repeating | thereof go contridated 

king Common-Pre oy ogious. ; 
ments or the Alper Al 
if we our felves-wou hl ev s at; weare-fincere 
* concerned while we-pray- by its WE-JDY.: it will: It AC- 
Fable. ro. God, and of high elteem-among;i KF eople y.ſo'thar 
wiſh.it may. aot/ be; faid-of:ady-of us185' once of 8/78. Sons, 
beir fw04 047 8reaſs, jor thej mgde- nenaclhan ſve ff +1 
ge wb gt ne 
Y, it_my earneſt a 
fees ch, not to, judge. of: theſe Prayers by the Ne) 
ae whoged and ene Prejudice and. evil; Imereſts peri er 'oN 
Joe well h wo DET. | 
oy or to; hs. Þ and rare _ 
Pa was er oh, more-ſutable 6 p' . 
chan the beſt Extemprs Effulion, which —_ more, noiſe and 
ſhew,, but is emptier, and.'of far le& weight in the eſteem of 
.Gedand all Zucicious;fev, Let none therefore think it a: 
and unproficable waſte of rime.to-go towhe Hovle of God Face 
co: hear Common: Prayer 3 for \Prayer.-is the. proper. Duty: .of thac 
_— which is called rhe Hox/e-o [hes oh and it is-a- Duty that 
 tof all athers che higheſt and hardeſt, and-yet the moſt profi- 
{9s if it be endrnege and Ku performed. So -_ I cannor 
t. pity-and lament the Stupidity. of tho eicher 1lcep, ar 
fit by heedleſs and unconcerned, while ſo great-agd ſo.advants- 
geous a Scene of Duty lies before them. And I muſt (for their 
own ſakes) beſeech all that are preſent at theſe Devotions s Firſt, . 
to compoſe their Bodies into thoſe moſt reverent Poſtures which. 
the Church hath ſuited to every part of Duty, Kneeling at the - 
Confeſſion, Abſolution and Prayers Standing at - the Gloria Patri, . 
Hymns and Creeds, and Bowing at the Holy Name of 7eſus ;, for a 
general uniformity i in theſe. Finps. doth declare, that there is ig 
vs 2 due ſenſe of the Divine Preſence, a great obedience to our - 
Governours, and a ſweet harmony between our Bodies and- 
Souls in the Worſhip we pay to the Creatour of both. Second, . 
To make their Reſponſes with a loud and audible voice. The - 


Rwmnaniſt cannot bear a part in his adored 247, becauſe it is in: 
| an. 


4 Dine concerning the pd Cc. 


z' the Separaift is excluded from all ſhare-in 

| novel Device of one redions Form without varie- 
flio 3 the:Church of =, ropes not onely allows 
pile /to' her Sons, but commands it's and 
rto anſwer out of Lazineſs, that conſider 


i<"Ibe no ſhame that men ſhould hear 
ſeo Pro, we Fen Tidy, Ceres 


to: their own wants, rok to _— 
; that it-will-be Pleaſant to ak them, DOE 


tanks when never- 
ets Choir. Moy _ God of Peace there- 
fre nor age ##"'to \ theſe Prayers; "and to one another, giving we pions 
and "'z2aloni Prielts, devout and well-diſpoſed People, that we may 
have full Churches, frequent Prayers, and fervent Chariry; than 
which nothing will more conduce to the publick Happineſs of this Nation, 
"nd the Salvation of all our Souls 3 the good Lord gram it TY for 


Teſte ſake. 


